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e  Sonthern Methods Ventilawed. A Rape Case.

By Jors E. Bruce.
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Aibany, N. Y., Speciel - There has
esme into wy poesession a 'rapseript
of the testimony taken in the csse of
the state of = Carolina vz, J.
I. Heira a white man and a clerk in
the store of s Mr. Borckmeyer of Port
Roval. S. C. The magisirste befors
wh'or:: the testimopv wss taken i= a
moral degenerate snd 8 disgrece to the
noble profession of the law. The at
torney for the white brute—one Verdier
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iz 8 mon=strosily

many of ‘ Ssgth Carolina,

its Kird in
Here is 85 clear cs=e of attempted rape
upon su innocent Negro child 8a ever
oceured in a7y part of the country aod
yét nobody in Washington or any
where in the North kas s=en even an
gllosion to it in the sssoxlated press
dispatches. Are the gres' journals of
in the conspiracy to crush
out the Negro? Are they too cowsrdly
to publish all the pews? It looks that
way. My informait, aporthern gentie*
msan temporarily = jsurnine 1n thst
God forsaken state, personslly and st
his own expense investigated this mst’
ter and had type wrtten copy of the
teshimony which I berewith append
made from the record. In % personal
{=tter he say=: ‘] was informed yester
dsy that s certsin white msan reieived
g fipger with a ring nn it from Texae
A grussome souvenir truly! 1 bave
been on a =till hant all day to see it eo
I counld talk out, but am nnt sncceesful
go far I have some others at workon it.
In Texas they are shootirg for fun al*
leging they are looters, These fingers
were donbtless some of those we raad
abont the Negroes haviog in their
pockets when shot. Then dothey par:
cel them out at headguarfers or do the
executioners fall hei:? Think of a civi-
lization where 8 human fioger iz sent
around for a souvenir. The Negroes are
to mutilate desd bodies, secure vslo
ables, are killed, and the whites keep
the booty. The whites down this way
do not even believe this themselves,
though they smile and look at each
other knowingly when these terrible
reports are publiehed. Tte Negro is
rather serviceable, I find, in certamn
ways to rascally white men in this
section and be sppears to b2 besriog
the white man's burden of crime with
patience and heroism. I have mingled
with & rood many of allsorts and kicds
of white men in thiz state who bhave
talked freely with me abount these mat-
ters, They think it no particular barm
to diszui=e themselves as Negroes ard
assanlt women Eaowing that when
they have accomplished their purpose
some Negro will be caught, identified
and summarily dealt with. I did not
believe that white men apywhere were
capable of such contemptible conduct
or that such depravity existed among
the white men of the South apnd 1
frapkiy coafess to you that I am
mortally ashamed of my race, Do you
gnow the whites of the betier class in
thissection are bitter sgainst Rensator
Tilimsan for that Port Royal matter,
Think of his 1own nephew being lisn
tenant governor! Bu! when I come to
think of it, the elernal fitness of things
ia manpifest. A poor white, murderous
crac®er, goveroor and a misersble
3c3und'?e1 sepator of this once prond
ptatadioltom.indeed a far cry from the
Rutikdgekdnd the Pinkneys, Hayne
and Jeiveib td¥McS8weeney and Till-

man. O toRRPra)AR mores.”

bis conn’ry

of which there are|]

A per-onsl paragreph in this infer-
esting le*ter explains thst Ben Till-
man’s icfioence secured the release of
the white brute Heirs from the charge
of criminal azssnlt upor a little eolored
Lavinia Smith. Following 1= the testi-
mony tsken in the ease, together with

! the dastsrdiy and cowsrdiy sttack of

d=fendant’s copnsel, Verdier, en the

virtoe of Negro women. It 1= a true
cOpY¥.
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VE. - Assault with Iotent to Ravish.
J. 1. Beirs |

TESTIMONY.
vinia 8miih, the 13 year old girl upon
whom ibe assault was msde, testified 8s {0l
lows:

I was standiog near the store of Mr. Barek®
meyer in the town ot Port Reyal, waltiog for
Mr. Banders to rome and pay me some mon-
€y for milk, 1 waited there a long time and
gol tired standing on the outzide, 8o [ stepp-
€d in the slorz near the show case looking at
the things in the show ecase. There was no
onve in the store at the time but the detead
ant: be i3 the c erk in the store; he was be.
hind the counter: he made an insulticg pro-
potition to me, and 1 asked him whst he
meant. I didn't know what he was talking
aboot, Hesa!d give me I=ajal
did pot bave anything and that I did pot
Enow wha! he was talking ahoot. Be then
came tiom behind the connter and told me
to g0 in the dark room &t the rear of thestore
sud he would show me what he meant. At
ihe same time he went fo the door and shut
and looked it 11eold h'm to open that door
ard let me out of hizsstorsr He ssid no Fou
EO into the dark room ard I will show you
what [ mean. I[msgain told bim I wouid not
0, and be caught ho'd of me, took me up
and starled to carry me Ih the room. |
caught hold of the rolnter and he pull=d my
bands loose, He then earried me tortktr, acd
as he gol me to the door of the dark room, I
caught hold of thas oill tank that is pear the
door, He rulled my band loocse and car-
rted mi throuogh the door into the room acd
iried 10 1nake me lie on 1he floor. I retused
lodo so, and restill tried to throw me down,
1 would not let h'm dn s0o and told h!im it he
did not turn m e loese and open the door. 1
v ould boller and tell mama and pars. 1
tben jerked and he turned me loofe and
went and opened the door. When he opened
the door ard 1 went oul papa was on the out
Bide,

Mrs, Smith, the mother, testifies

That after 1 beard what had been dorpeto
my dacghter, 1 went to the hotel where the
detepdant was at dinrer und sect in to toli
him that 1 wanted to s¢e him. 1 waited tili
be came cut- 1 had a talk with him, apd he
did not deny anything 1 charged him with,
but asked me not to talk too loud as he did
not want his name to get out Seme youung
white men saw him talking to me and called

im in the Lkotel 1 thea went baek bome and
exam!ined the girl more carefully. After
bearing her fall statement. 1 waited untill
saw him golng from his dinner to the sto e.
1 went out and called him and told him all
thst the zirl had told me. He sald that
what the girl told e was trueard that as
the was not huri In any way, he would give
me something it 1 would quash the matter,
1 t0ld him 1dtd not wsnt any of his money,
and would ge: satlsfactin. He then turped
away from me and sald I couid do as I chose,

Mr. Bmiil, the girl’s father, testified as 1ol-
lows:

I am a shoe maker. ! wanted to et some
shoe tacks and went downa 1o Burckmeyer's
Slore o buy some. When 1 got there 1 tound
ibe doors elosed. 1 went to the door and took
hold of the kncob and shook it. but found 1t
was locked. 1 then stepped to the window
and eaw the clerk in the baer room bolding
somze Ope by the arm. [ oonld not see who
't was. 1 stepped 1o the sidewalk and walted
till the door was opened As goon as it was
opened 1y daughter carne out. Sae told me
ihat the defendant, Helrs, had locked her in
there. 1 then msade for the door but Heirs
slammeéd the door in my face and locked
himself in

Aboveis the testlmmony taken betore Magis-
istrate Rodgers at the examination beld on
Thareday, the sth of sept, 1800, and upon

which he was asked to bind detendant nver
for trial. He refused to do so and discharged
biim, besause “the evillecce is not sufficient
to hoid him >

The State was represenied by J. 1. Wash -

ingion, Esg, and the defendant was repre-

sented by W. J. Verdier, Esq. 1n the course
of eounsel for the SBiate, he said that bere-||
garded th 8 a8 a very serious cise maeqd.—
sssp serious that if the deteadant were a biack
man, and this outraged gir! was a white girl,
instead of jour Hopor sitiing there hearing
ttis cese to determine whe:ber it should be
sent to the grand iol7, 'he coroner of the

the dead body of the accused.”” The counsel
for the defendant got very Indignant and
said, 1hat such a comparison of a Negro girl
with a white giri—1+ ridiculous, beranse you
eannot find any Negro woman wilh any vir-
tue to all. To tnis Washington replied tbat
he was very much mistaken, for thére are
colored womenr who are jost as virtnens and
pure as any whits woman anywhere, This
remsrk greatly enroged Verdier whoexelted-
Is exclaimed, “Sir, sou ought to ba lynched
for miking such an assertion,” and cslled
ppon Washlngion to ksow If he mein® what
hasald. Washington repeated it with more
empbasis, wherenpon Verdier again ssid.
“Por making that sssertion yoa ought 1o be
lynehed, and 1 will le«d a pariy apylme lo
iynch you.”

This is an example of the way Till-
map will run things at Washington if
Bryan should be eleoted. Hiz thailed ||
hand would strike the Negro macya|!
blow in upexpected guarters while in
bhis own BRtate his name would be =
terror than it cow iz, tbough he 18
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Eogene Field Monument Souveni
120 MONROE ST, CHICAGD.
[ .I=0 at Book Stores .
" If you also wish 10 send postacs, &:
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Enown to be a miserable, skulking
coward whose bark is worse tban its
pite. Agam I ssk is the associsted
presa of this country in the conspiracy
to crush the Negro or is it the subservi
ent tool of the murdercus and lecher-
ous white brutes rf the Sounth who de*
spoil Negro giris and outrage Negro
women and seem to exercise a censor-
ship over the pews thet emarates from |
that qusrter especially « £ the chsract. v
of that of which this letter treats? I
presume Mr. J. J Washirg'on 'he st
tormay f r the Bmith girl wiil correbor
ate every word I have writfen om this |
subjeot. Aoy ye'soasuffiziently in'er
estéed in the case can I am sure have
thelr doubts remov.d if they have any
respeot’ng the anthenticity of the facts
here related. 1doun't Enow Mr. Wash
Ington and hare had no correspondence
with bim on t} 8 subject because I didn't |
wish to eompromise him in any way.
I get my facts from a reliable and trust:
worthy white man who i3 ttavelicg in
the Bouth with his eyes wide open and
bis hsnd oa his hip pocket.
JorN E. PRUCE
87 Orange Bt., Albeny, N. Y.

Tuskegee (Ala ) Notes.
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Mr. W. A. Huouton, Ipnteroational
Secretary of the Young Men'’s Chris
t'an Associstion, in charge of the col-
ored men’s department, wsas a visitor
at Tuskegee last week. Mr. Hunton is
deeply interested in the Tuskegee Y.
M.C. A. and his vieits are always
looked upon as a source of belp by the
youngmen. The model trainingschool
In connection with the Tuskegee Insti-
tate, opened Monday October 1st, with
& large number of students enrolled.
Prine’'pal Washington’s Bunday even-
ing talks are provinz heipful to the
teachers and students. His talks con
honesty and stavility sicce the opening
of s2hool were exceedingly Interesting
and inspiring.

LET US REASON TOGETHER.

Thisis the fir.t week in October and
every subscriberand agent know s what
this means. I:means that all monthly
bills must be paid. It takes money to
pay bills, and The Colored American
has a great many of them. Subscribers
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Che Smith Premicr
Cypewrite

reached in writing machine mechan-
ism. It leads in the typewriter S
world, Thousands of satisfied users
pronounce it....

Perfectly Simple and

|
marks the very
highest point &

Simply Perfect.

Their testimony is that Smith Pre-
mier capacity for good work all the
time is unequaled.

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FREE

LA

The Smith Premier is especially
adapted to the “ Touch Sytem”
of Typewriting.

THE SMITH PREMIER
TYPEWRITER CO.

519 11th Street, Northwest.
Wassiseros, D. C

Miss Harriet A_ Gibbs.

Graduate of Oberlin Conservat rv
of Music, and late of Boston,
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TEACHER OF MUSIC,
YOICE CULTURE, PIANO, ORGAY,
HARMONY AND COUNTERPOINT.

STUDIO: 14 NST, N. W.

who know themeelves to be in Arrears
should send their subscriptions m at
once. This applies sl’o to our great
army of agents wko have not settled
for September. Don’t wait to be dunned
and then get mad sbout it Bettle op
now and this means YOU,

1407 14th =X, n w.

W. H. FISHER

~Dyer and Cleaner.:

709 9th St. n. w.
Telepbont




